
 

 

Dear Backfield in Motion Partners, Supporters, and Friends: 

It’s no secret that the last couple of months have been very chaotic for the Nashville community.  On March 3rd, we were 
hit with a devastating tornado, and then two weeks later a pandemic set in that no one could have ever imagined would 
change what we had for years considered a normal way of life.  Then, we all witnessed George Floyd’s horrific death 
played over and over across every form of social media possible.  Clearly, we are at a crossroads as far as what direction 
our current community will be guided. 

As an African-American father of two sons and a daughter, the CEO of a nonprofit program that mentors and educates 
over 200 young boys of color and low socio-economic status, and a citizen in a community, state, and country in which 
we teach that all people are created equal, these past couple of weeks have been hard to fathom.  I have had to have 
conversations with my kids and students about why they are having to deal with these problems and circumstances 
during a time in their lives when all they should be doing is “being a kid”.  But as a person born in the ‘70’s, raised in the 
‘80’s, and became an adult in the ‘90’s, I am even more determined to see that the future of not only my children, but all 
children is brighter and lives up to the ideals that we teach where all people are truly created equal. 

Here at BIM, we believe that every young man deserves an opportunity to be successful, regardless of his current 
environment; to be well educated, prepared for the challenges of the real world, and treated with the love and respect 
they deserve.  All young men, even those in at-risk neighborhoods and non-traditional home situations, deserve the 
chance to be well educated and empowered to meet the challenges they face in our current society. 

Our program offers not only academic instruction, but more importantly character education, positive role models and 
mentors, and a safe-haven for boys of color and low socio-economic status.  We are currently in several schools in MNPS 
and Nashville Charter Schools, but we now see a greater need for our program in many more schools in the greater 
Nashville community.  Through our character education program, titled The Rites of Passage, we teach our students how 
to deal with situations such as being treated unfairly by others, helping their family get through hard circumstances, how 
to respond to others when they are angry or upset, and how to deal with challenging everyday life situations that 
arise.  We have seen our boys grow so much through this program that we think it would be so beneficial to be able to 
reach more young men through Backfield in Motion who need this influence in their lives. 

All the services offered by Backfield in Motion are absolutely free to all boys who participate in our program.  We 
provide hot meals, transportation to and from our sites, incentives for good school behavior and academic 
improvement, and all students are taught by certified teachers.  Our program is not just a place for kids to go after 
school until their parents get off of work, but instead it is a structured learning environment in which the young men are 
taught how to react, learn, and overcome daily circumstances like the ones they are facing now in our community. 

I am reaching out to you today to ask you to join me in showing our children of color that we are here for them to seek 
out practices that cultivate equity, justice and inclusivity.  We celebrate all individuals who give their time, knowledge, 
monetary donations, and their good work to help our students.  I know that each of you are unique with different 
facilities and resources, but I believe that individuals, foundations, and businesses all share the belief that at-risk 
children of color and low socio-economics should be provided a way to have access to the same kinds of opportunities 
that are available to their peers in more affluent areas. 

Please accept this call to action.  For more information about Backfield in Motion visit www.backfieldinmotion.org or call 
me directly at 615-294-0302. 

Sincerely,  

 

Todd E. Campbell 
CEO, Backfield in Motion 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.backfieldinmotion.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clisa.campbell%40effem.com%7C409158674646484949d008d80bd30143%7C2fc13e34f03f498b982a7cb446e25bc6%7C0%7C0%7C637272348178399257&sdata=n4pOyDcS8VAiNhLeOnqOhrP22G6dYMbGDV1EC5QyTPw%3D&reserved=0

